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Newsletter October/November 2021 

Annual Report on the deliberations of the PETI Committee  
 
On November 9th the Committee adopted its report on 
deliberations in 2020. It gives an overview of the statistics on 
received petitions and on other activities such as resolutions,  
reports, hearings, workshops and fact-finding visits. The most 
recurrent topics of petitions have been fundamental rights (268 
petitions, 11 % of total) and health (221 petitions, 9 %), 
followed by environmental issues (200 petitions, 8 %). The 
Parliament plenary adopted five motions for resolution of the 
PETI committee.  
Due to the pandemic, the Committee postponed several planned fact-finding visits, except for the 
one investigating allegedly unfair contract terms of mortgage loans in Bulgaria.  

 

Gender Equality Week in the EP: Combating Female Genital 
Mutilation 

Members discussed ways to improve measures at national and 
EU level to eradicate female genital mutilation (FGM), an issue 
raised in petitions 1041/2015 and 1143/2016. In the EU, this 
barbaric practice is criminalised, yet girls in several Member 
States still face the risk of being victims of it. Globally around 
200 million women have suffered FGM. There has been a 

consensus in the Committee to ensure measurers to prevent and combat all forms of violence 
against women. Members have reiterated the need for all Member States to ratify the Istanbul 
convention on preventing and combatting violence against women and domestic violence. 

More information can be found on the site of the European Institute for Gender Equality. 

  

Gender Equality Week in the EP: Fighting the harmful practices of child, 
early and forced marriages 

Human trafficking for the purposes of forced and sham marriages, as well 
as for sexual exploitation, remains an issue in Europe. Members 
discussed petition 1103/2020 and stressed that the EU needs to be at 
the forefront of the global combat against serious human rights 
violations affecting women.  
In particular, this needs to be taken into account in partnership and trade 
agreements with third countries and in funding programs such as the 
Citizen’s Equality, Rights and Values Programme. In external relations the 
Gender Action Plan needs to be kept as a priority.  
The representative of the European Commission reiterated the commitment of the EU to combat 
harmful practices of child, early and forced marriages both within the EU and externally.  

  

https://eige.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_2184
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Workshop on Disabilities 

On November 9th the Committee held a two-hour 
workshop on the rights of persons with disabilities. It 
focused on the implementation of the 2015 Concluding 
Observations of the Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD) by the EU and the 2021-2030 
Disability Strategy. 

After the intervention of Helena Dalli, European 
Commissioner for Equality, the study commissioned on 
the implementation of the Concluding Observations of the CRPD was presented. Then, 
representatives of the European Disability Forum, the European Ombudsman, the Fundamental 
Rights Agency and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations 
took the floor. The Slovenian Presidency of the Council, the European Commission and Members of 
the Committee have also expressed their views. This fruitful workshop was organised by the Policy 
Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs.  

  

Employment in the tourist industry in Spain  

The Committee has discussed the petition by Adrián 
Fernández Carreño (Spanish), on behalf of the 
Asociación Salvar El Oliva Beach, on the employment 
situation at the Hotel Oliva Beach in Fuerteventura in 
Spain. The petitioner complains that the delay in 
authorising the renovation of the hotel prevents the 
reinstatement of 400 workers involved in a short-time 
work scheme. He stresses that the local unemployment 
rate has more than doubled compared to 2020. The 

Commission pointed out to the European Funds availabe and advised the petitioner to contact the 
Spanish Ombudsman. Members decided to keep the petition open and send it for information to 
the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, as well as to address a letter to the Spanish 
authorities.        

  

Defining genetically modified organisms  
The Committee discussed a petition by Roxane Mitralias 
(Luxembourgish), on behalf of the ‘Confédération paysanne 
and the Fédération Nationale de l’Agriculture Biologique’. It 
deals with an alleged non-compliance by the French 
Government with a judgment of the Court of Justice of the 
European Union (Case C-528/16) and the risks of genetically 
modified organisms (GMO’s) to human health and the 
environment.  
The Commission did not share the petitioner’s allegations 
on the interpretation of the concept of GMOs obtained by mutogenesis. Members decided to keep 
the petition open and to ask the Commission to keep them informed on France’s response to the 
Commission’s detailed opinion on a possible breach of some provisions of Directive 2001/18/EC on 
the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms. Finally, a letter will 
be addressed to the French authorities about the enforcement of the Directive. 
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Reception of refugees in Greece 
The Committee discussed two petitions by Damla 
Daniela Koreli (German) and by María Díaz 
Amboage (Spanish) on the situation of refugees in 
the Moria reception centre in Lesbos island.  
The petitioners stressed the violation of human 
rights and the lack of dignity and safety in the 
camp, especially for women and children. The 
Commission representative pointed out to the 
ongoing efforts to improve the living conditions of 
refugees in Moria. The Committee decided to ask 
the Commission to provide more information in writing on the actions it intends to take on the 
matter. Moreover, the petition will be sent for opinion to the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs. 

  

Fact Finding Visit to Spain  
On 3-5 November 2021, a delegation of the Committee 
on Petitions visited Spain to be informed on the facts 
surrounding petition 1525/2016. The petitioner claims 
that there are still 379 unsolved murders perpetrated by 
the terrorist group ETA. During the visit, the delegation 
had the chance to visit the Memorial Centre of the 
Victims of terrorism in Vitoria and to meet, in Madrid, 
the petitioner, representatives of the victims, members 
of law enforcement units, of the judiciary and public 

prosecutors, as well as a representative of the Spanish Ombudsman and experts on this field. A 
mission report shall be drafted by the members of the delegation and then submitted to the 
Committee for approval. 
  

Documents adopted in PETI in October: 

- Draft Short Motion for Resolution on Petitions on the safety of truck parking lots in the EU 

- Draft Short Motion for Resolution on a new aid mobility scheme for EU students at UK universities  

- Draft Report under Rule 227(7) on the deliberations of the Committee on Petitions in 2020  
  

Next PETI meeting:  1 -2 December 2021 

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

  
 

PETI Secretariat 
peti-

secretariat@europarl.europa
.eu 

 
 

 

Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 
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